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INTRODUCTION 


fhe history of England before the Norman conquest is fre- 
quently obscured by the fantastic tales about great men who 
appeared during the period between the time of Christ and the 
coming of the Normens to Englands These men were rulers, 
missionaries, founders of monasteries, and various papal repre- 
sentatives who were sent to unite the two factions of the church 
in England currently separated by the Pelagian heresye The folk 
tales which grew up around these men are characteristic products 
of the imaginative Celtic mind, and folk lore so far overshadows 
the facts thet it is most difficult for the modern student to 
disengage the men from the mythe However, by consulting various 
contemporary chronicles, by fitting together those elements that 
seem to be consistent with know historical events, and by omit- 
ting factors that are obviously the product of the imaginative 
literary minds, it is possible to come to a conclusion concern- 
ing the real character end personality of the man. This object 
the present study attempts to accomplish for Arthur and for 
various relatively unimown saints and scholars who established 
schools and kept alive literature and learning during the extreme- 
ly troublous period from 55 BeC. to 1066 AD. 

Whet the study attempts to do for the historical personages, 
saints, and scholars, it also attempts to do in establishing 
authenticity of books and traditions of relatively unknown 


se 


schools ont monasteries of early Britains That ts, in these 
fields, this study attempts to separate fact from fictions 

With the chronicles a@  desiewsthose of O114es, lonntus, 
Opdertous Vitalie, Asser, Henry of Huntingdon, WA2LLem of Melmese 
vury, Geoffrey of Monmouth, Geroldus Caubrensis, William of Nov 
burg, Florence of Worcester, and Iingulf--the following four 
tepics are considered: (2) The possibility of an hietorical 
Arthur, (2) The question of whether Geoffrey's Listoria Recun 
Brittenies ia authentic history or « prose romence, (5) The carly 
traditions of four ancient schools--iixeter, Malmesbury, Ste 
David'ta, ond Bangor, (4) The tales which surrounded the livos of 
the early loss welleknown saints, smong the Celts, Noman Pritona, 
and AngloeSazonse-Joseph of Arimatheea, luctus, Fugatius, Duvanus 
(Demon), TLityd, Neot, and Notholme 


The stories of Arthur and his imights of the Round Table 

have enchanted the terati for centuriess This study does not 
propese to deal with the many mireculous and mystical exploits 
of Apthur which have been the center of many scholarly dis- 
cussions; it intends rather to bring together bite of isoleted 
meteriel which may be used es « foil to make the problem of ai 
historical Arthur stan’ out little more clearly in relief. 
In coneidering the poseibility of an historical person who 
came to be known a3 Arthur, this atudy proposes to focus ate 
tention on the historical sources extent and, of course, to 
take into account whet interpretation suthentic historiens 
have placed upon the materiel. 

The original sources upon which evidences of en historical 
Arthur ere based are the following: (1) Sorpus Inscriptionus 
Letinerun, the autobiographical inseription of Lucius Artorius 
Cestuss (2) De Bxeidto et Conquestu Pritenniee, of Gildas, com 
monly mown ag Gildes' Soietie: (35) Bistortea Britonum, « com 
pilation of chronicles, generelly attributed to Nenniuss; (4) The 
Anneles Sembria; and (5) The Chronicle of Coraldus Canbrensis. 
Verious interpretetions of theee date sre found in the following 
works (2) Janes Ds Bruce, Tho Svolution of the Arthurian Romanoos 
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(2) Lucy Allen Paton, the introduction to her translation of 
Geoffrey of Monmouth's Listory ef the Kings of Britains 
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(3) Re 9¢ Co2dingwood and Sy Ne be yore, Ronen Dettatn and she 
Seahish Sontaenontes (4) Howard Wamsedton, Tho Arthur af the 
Bnglioh Loobas (5) Pi21ten Allen Witee, Avthuvian Ronence und 
Hodern Boater 2x4 uses (6) Je fe Otten" tranalations of various 
chronicles s (7) Chaves Onany Bnghen? Refere the Heraan Conqueats 
(2) Robert lie Fletcher, Arthurian Materiel in the Uhronicloes and 
(9) Sir Utmand Chambers, Arthur of Britains 

A few facts of tho history of early Mritain are keown bee 
yond a doubt, and any expansion of these oan only be done by 
gathering meager bite of tnformation from a variety of sources 
and putting them together in en attempt to scownulate e complete 
body of knowledges It is lmow that the Romans were on the island 
of Pritein from 55 Bel, util o, 410 Acie Marly in the fifth 
contury invesions of Picte ant Scots from tho north and the 
Serman tribes from the cast wore a constant terror to the locel 
peoples After the Soman legions withdrew, the Cermantc tribess= 
Anglos, Saxons, af Jutesee ware able to force their way throughe 
out the lant, except the mountainous areas of Scotlant and Telese 
This infiltration took a century to complete, but the Sermanioc 
peoples were dauntlese in their effort end met with only ot] 
easional set backa and a steady but not serious resistence by 
the Celtse 

It fe true that the evidences to prove that there was an 
historical Arthur are fow, but it is not unlikely that some 
eveet leeser arose among the Britons in their battles against 


the Angles end Saxonse wanes, who wrote et the time Arthur fe 
thought to have Lived, makes no mention of a person by the nane 
of Arthurs Rovevans in eauplen Swentiyy tive (96) of in Imtatia, 

he speske of @ men of Homan descent who was in commend of the 
Briten forcest 


eeothat thoy (oetbona) « ——_. net be brought to utter 
Geatruction, they took condact 


O41dae goes on to atate that tho Briton forces mot with more 
success from thet timo (ce 500 Aes) until the battle of Bathe 
h2ll (Zong Bagonious), when the onemy was defected in « bloody 
bottles Leter chroniclers report that thie was one of the 
battles fought by Arthur, and it was on historical battle which 
was fought sometime in the first decede of the siath conturye 
The question now arises as to why GLides 4id not meke more 
mention of Aurelionus, if this person end Arthur are one end 
the same persone Of course, the firet reason is thet Gildas' 
Bpistle te generaliy regarded as e jeremiad; in the Epistle 


TS 


felon hits people end nes 2 
elowht of the tnveding telbede Turther, 1% unt ve renosbored 
that although Arthar was able to prevent the conquost of Noles, 
the Celtic defense of the whole 4slané against the invading 
Saxons was a failures Prom Ofidas’ point of view, tt would 
probably appoar thet Aurelfanus, or Arthur, (22 Auve’ienue really 
29 Arthur) won a nuaber of battlea, but the Celta lost the ware 
Druee @rews the conclusion thet thie person at least had sone 
commection with Arthurs 

nadine cater sober rot nage him a mon of 


Ronen 
who, in these times of stress, 
the leadership of the British hostse There is 


attained 
no votre gees Bn nog» na og cn ete 
or of vaporizing him into « 
Leal culture divinity, ee various soholere have 2 


It is generally accepted that Oildes was a theroughly Romane 
2s0@ Colte Me spoke of the Romans as “illustrious defenders" 
and of the Britons es “rebels”. With such a Roman leanings it 
would seem naturel to expect him to devote considerable tine to 
preising the exploits of Ambrosius Aurelianus, oven if the vice 
tories wore only temporary. According to James D» Brace, one of 
the most outstanding of the moderns for his work on the Arthure 
ten legend, O1l4as wrote sbout 540 AgDe3 thorefore, ho probably 
would not have Imown, at the tine, of the complete overthwew of 
the fislan’ by the Angle an‘ Sezon tribes, which was nob complete 
until 562, when the Britons wore defeated near Salisburye Sows 


2 Janes Lougles Bruce pas, Svalusion Arthurian Jomance 
(uclsteseas n0as}e o ly De Se 2 


ever, for nearly « century, the influx of the Anglo=exons had 
been spparont, the iret permanent settlement having been mede 
prior to 480 Aeds er | 

Vowerd saynetier notes another reason why Oildes é14 not 
mention Arthurs ee 


There is further notice of this avout 440, when 
ac to there woe wer in Britain 


‘With regard to Gildes, who 80 bitterly 


There is yet another possibility which expleine why Ofldas 
444 not mention the famous Arthure It is possible thet at the 
time Olldes wrote, Arthur was already a legendary person, There 
was found in Delmetia, on ornate coffin which bore the following 
inscription: 


Imeius Artorius, tho Incorruptible, offers 
to the Gods of the Lower World (his household deities), 


ae Be any ae ee ee 
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Sone scholars volieve thet Arterius 1s the femily nese dhich wee 
leter to become Arthur end later still King Arthur. If this 
person, who fought with the Sixth Legion, te the source of the 
Arthurian legen’, then there fe little doubt that bis legends 
were flourishing four centuries later, when Gildas broke the 
ong stlence of the {sland with hie Epistles Since Cildes 
mentioned vary few persona, it is herdly likely that he would 
have gone to the trouble of narreting about characters in the 
populer folk lores 

Pour reasena heave been olted why Wildes would herdly be ox 
pected to mention Arthur, ond because of the ebsence of my other 
authentic chronicles between 400 and 580 Asiles it 1s impossible 
to sey oxectly which theory is correct in attempting to estab- 
Lsh the existence of on historicel Arthure In fect, 1t sons 
thet Otldes’ relationship with Arthur in his writings 1s only 
accidentel ana without « very suvstentisl foundstion in spite 
of the fect that Arthur, 1f historical, is of much concern tn 
the history of the periods Because Tildes wrote at the tine 


4 whe inscription follows Melone's translation of ap 
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. 


ca iy 


Apthar allegedly Lived, euppoaition vould naturally demand thet 
he speck of some of the ineldente ent sone of the people who 
wore Actor to he accectetel MIME 
cb cut es ewan A i sent 
historical Arthurs It seone impoasitie to point to one histor 
feel person, be it Mubroeiue Aurelianua, Avtorius, or the person 
who Ieilled O22des' brother Prinee of Albania as the historical 
Arthur, bub rethor it would seem thet Awthur ie « conbinetion 
of these three porsonse Lucius Artorius Castus, who may have 
become something of e here for the work he aid while with the 
Romen Sixth Legion im York, and when he led the British infentry 
ageinst the Amoricans, could easily be the foundation upen which 
Later logends of King Arthur ere besede 

When the Romans withdrew from the islend, they left the 
natives without a national treiition or backgrounds They did 
not yot have a netional here, a person to lend prestige to their 
countrye Of Gouress they hed Cevectus end Queen Bosdiose) but 
their cherectera were woll Imown and their place in history ale 
reoty fizede The United States was in s very similar position 
after the revolution, avi George Weshingten was chosen as the 
porson in whom the pride of the nation could centers and whet 
person does not kmow of some of the halfemythics. teles of this 
femous man? It seems only naturel then thet the Leitone would 
choose a me who had been thelr most successful leader in battles 
But here arises the question of an anachroniem when the battle 
of Bathehill 4s attributed to Arthur or Artoriuse It 1s well to 


renenber that Actin wa not sasootated with the battle unti2 
Ce 000 ‘ede, when Honntus fe gata to have written hte Historie 
Bettenum, untesa, of courses Wennius het eccess to sane 014 
records of which nothing te mown todays In the first place, 
thore were no Imown written meeards of the period to furnish 
en exect datos and, furthers the chroniclers wore not oxect 
even when there were written records for then to usee Detes 
were unimportent to those sncient histeriens es long a» they 
were able to continus their histories as they hed heer’ them 
by oral tradition or as they were able te errive at whet seared 
to be sound conclusions, As will be so0nyg the later chroniclers 
also fol1 into the sane fellectoss Obviously, Arthur aia not 
222 nino hundred anf forty mon by hie own hand in one bettie, - 
certainly an indtcetion that Nonnius wes Mable to inscourste 
historye 


penetrased the bith of Bedan (rath) in this engegement 
sine tanned. out forty fell by hie bend elonss o> ene be 
et ee ee guccessfule For strength 
ov. 


Lere the legendas of Arthur ere clearly seeng undoubtedly the 
killing of such a large number of persons single handed to ine 
aceurates, dub this doce not exelude the fect that there was e 
bettle of Bethehil] and that £t wee a great vietory for the 
Celtse Both Re Ge Collingwood and Cherles Omen sgree thet, 


5 venntus 7965 He was eo Weleh Monk and te 
= compiled 
glation of hic which io 


Lo by Je Ae Ofles, (Londong 1000). 


mine 2 
tn spite of the element of the fantastic, there is no reason to 
Atsboliove the histerical aubhenbielty of tho battle iteclt. 

Nenniue salle Arthur a lester of battles (quz bellow), 
indesting thet Arthur wae not one of the high nobility. Thte 
trait fits exeetiy the luctus Apteriue of the Inscriptionum, who 
was oleo © lester in battless tn fect, Iuctue Artortus refers to 
himself as "aux", the exeot title used by Nenniuse le certainly 
was not one of the conquerors of Rome, aa some ronsncers elleges 

The menner in which the stories of Arthur grew is compare 
able to o snowball rolling down a bille The story grew end vas 
ef4ea to slowly, eb firet, ani pleked up momentum and chavacter= 
Letics until Lt weeched ite climes with Geoffrey of Monmouth, whe 
meade Arthur the center of literary ettractian and produced the 
real netionsl here which the Britons had been trying to build for 
conturiose 

Geoffrey wan very careful to portray King Artium in e 
genee that would appeal to everyone, being careful to have no 
seer on his characters. However, other sources indicste thet 
Avthur was not the sterling hero he is represented as being 
throughout the romances Tho usknom suthors of the old menue 
soripte which Rees’ published, note several instances which 
indicated that Arthur's cherecter wes Little better then that 
of eny other leedor in Wales et the times In the life of 
Ste Cwynlin, Arthur and somo of his mon are aald to have sbtempted 
to steel Cwynlin's wife becewe Arthur wanted to have the ledy 


6 We Je Roos, Conbro~British Sainte (Llandovery, 1865), pe 450s 


ape new ie am possibilities arise, con 
corning the nune “Artiur"s In chepter thirty-two (32) of hts 
work, £1408 mentions Cumeglas#e, whose dominion was liorth Cam 
vple between Severn and the Wester See, and by way of reprie 
mend, Colle hime bears The old Celtic word for bomr ie grboss. 
It 49 not inconceivable thet the Celte may have referred to - 
this ruler eg a beer o gytoge Be We Be Wicholeon regards the 
neme es being composed of two Celtic words grtos and yirvos (man), 
end Identifies the person referred to in Cildes ae Artin. 

The posetbility thas Arthurte name is derived from the 
our root te entirely speculative. Since speculation to auch 
an oxtont te posattle, there seems to be the possibility that 
Avtime cout be related in som vomote way te his contemporary, 
Beowulf, ("bee wolf” or"neer"}. After ally tho Angles ant 
Saxons had been present on tho teland for nearly a century when 
Otldse wrote, and wore deeply rooted by the time of Nenniuss 
It 29 best, perhepas to minimize the impertence of euch an imagie 
‘ metive approsch end plese tho omphesia on the few historical 
data which come gut of this obscure porlodes 


Tho Breton Leyp of “are de rence is evidence thet there 
wos evotleble in Britteny, a erent body of Celtic folidore upon 
whieh Ceoffrey of Monmouth might raw whon he wrote hie Uistortea 
Regua Britenpies, vut whether he hed a book on tho ancient kings 
of Britain will probsebly never be imows, ‘Tho hoy to Geoffrey's 
suthenticity es on historien lies in the mystery of the book in 
the encient British tongue which Geoffrey said Walter, Archdeecon 
of Oxfard, hod given him to translates Geoffrey leaves Little 
Goudt in tho voader's mind that he aid have « bookty os written 


The problem which surrounds Geoffrey's work is most confuse 
ing when 4t fa noted that, for the most part, his contemporaries 
412 not doubt that he was telling the truth, md thet ho hed a 
book to prove the statementa which he made in trecing "the doings 


7 
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of then all (lkinge) in due susceesion and order". On the other 
hand, modern scientific scholarship refuses to accept Geoffrey's 
account of tho Pritish kings es authentic. ‘The members of this 
modern sehool doubt that Geoffrey ever had e book in his posses= 
sion as the desis of hie Historias 

Sxieting documents te prove thet Geoffrey aid or 414 not 
heave 9 book ere very fowse Ome must, thorefore, proceed ceautiouse 
ly becense much of the evidences is based on conjectures. lowever, 
he should be willing to secept the conjectures of « few woll dise 
Ciplined mindse-minds which heve studied the period thoroughly 
and are sble to see the particulars in the case of Geoffrey. The 
dengor of this apsculation lies in the fact thet the undisciplined 
mind will accept these fow suppositions or generalities and are 
Pivo at a fellecious conclusions When the door is ence opened 
to conerelisations, confusion will predominate the ploturee 

Perhaps a look inte the life of Geoffrey end the environe 
ment which surrounded him end the verious factors which influe 
enced him would help determine the velidity of his writingse Ile 
wos dorm in Wales, probably in Monmouth, about 21100, At on 
early age, he was sent to live with hie uncle Uchtyrd, who was 
thon the Areh@escon of Liendeff.s As carly as 1120, he woe under 
the influence of the seholers at Oxford, and by 1130 hie first — 
edition of the Historie appeerote In 1140, he was mate Amhe 
agacon of Liandaff to succeed hie uncle, who hed been consecrated 
bishop of thet see, Geoffrey, himself, was not ordeined priest 
until e few Gaya before being consecrated bishop, in 1152, of the 


; 15 
anall 900 of Sty Asaph, which he hed nob visited. st the time of 
his death three yoars laters 

Tt 29 evident thet Geoffrey's 1%fe wee close to the church, 
end, in all probsbility, he was © member of # monsstic orders, 
Whether he took hie roligtous position seriously le herd to say, 
because he was not ordained priest until so lste in lifee lowe 
ever, since he 414 Ive by the Rule, and since he did maintain 
ecclesiastical prestiges-ne was promoted te bishopeeit seens very. 
unlikely thet he would have used the name of one of hie superiors, 
Walter, Archdeacon of Oxford, in any heen which he conjured up te 
pees off os 9 truthe It does not seem likely thet o men would 
be promoted, even outelde the chureh, if he hed injured his supere 
for, se he would have injured him if he Mlede In addition, alter 
was @ man of high intellectual staniing whe certainly would not 
have boon willing to have « shadow cast upen his own integritye 
Of courads, these are speculations, but they should not be overe 
loottede 

Suthers of the Middle Aces quoted their source in order to 
give their own work prestiges Ceoffrey was living up to the 
customs of the time when he quoted e source for hie materiale 

Baamplea of thie are seen in the writings of Leyamon®, Henry 


of Buntingten?, Cheucer29, tyagete!2, and many obherae 

It 49 well to dvaw tegether, first the people who sccept 
Geoffrey's work es authentic or at loast ainit that he hed that. 
very opootal book which Welter was supposed to have given hing 
thet the Historie was © hoats 7 

In the firat plece, those who aecept Geoffrey's wrlt present 
come of the most convinsing evidence 4n favor of Geaffreys Por 
the most part, writers m4 echolara who were contemporaries of 
Geoffrey sccepted his work without equivecations As Cherlea 
Tethridge Kingford stetes in The Combpidge Mistery of Byclish 
iaberebure: 


In Snglené a long line of chwonkelers, in both prose 
Ped gp Mey Pome Robert of Gloucester dow to 


pag A nl! lng Pape per nas od 
things’, while a host o: amall, heve 
been constantly haunted by his eae 


It fe most aiffieult to byepess this group ef learned men 
who had no qualms sbout the honesty of Geoffrey, because some of 
these mon imew him personally, and they Imew the customs of the 
times better then any of our modern seholare can possibly lmow themes 


9 siuntiagion 
car Vanden ie ante eeestlon, 
followed part meager = the Beek paatsges Hievery OF 
from the chronicles preserved in ancient Libraries.” 
™ Qeottvey chenears Zhe Lecent af Samm, Tine 470+ “sesthet eo 


12 In bis Zeer Boek, Jetn Lydgate frequently refers to his souree, 


28 chertes Lithridge Kingford, 
Edteretusge voles (ioe Toske foaep ee ee Oe Mean 
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Tt does not: seem just’ te throw out’ Cooffrey's werk because 
of tho eriticiem which was offered by Willien of tiewberghe In 
the first place, there 1s ne mown book from which Geoffrey ts 
sata to heve telen his materiel, oo he cannot be accused of pro- 
senting matter feleolys Secondly, if he were inexect in his 
presentations, he wae only doing whet all tho chrontolors of the 
time msde a prectice of doings To quote the Dictionary of Hetion~ 
fh Blogravhy, in specking of Allien of Newberghs 
fle alone gives us not so much the facts, or whet 
fee fects, a0 the of Hie 
a 8 AA 
Williem of Melmesbury, who wrote shortly before either 
Geoffeey or Newbergh falls inte the school with Geoffrey and 
forma a background for the later chroniclese It may be that, 
since Robert Duke of Gloucester wes bis patron es woll as Geof 
frey'a, thoir materiel would be much the seme. In any event, 
Malmesbury usually followed his sources, Sildes and Nemnius, but 
added his own idees or chose only one when the two originsle 
Clesheds At least 2¢ can be seen that he hes leenings towerd 
the remence in the following pessages 
It was of thie Artbur that the Dritens fondly tell 


mony fables, oven the present worthy to 
oe ook ae nate. Wp dake IRIs Oe ecient 
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Kate Horgetes Dictlenary of Nottonsh Bteceaphy, Vole Vir 
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meafdeiey: calwaniydabera 


SOD oy 
Werinus in the carly part of 1330 stebing that he found « copy of 
Geoffrey's Bistorte at the Monastery of Beo in Nomentye lle 
noticed that the chronicle was more complete then his own, so he 


_Sumerige’ the sections which ho hed not put into his work s0 
_ someday he could complete ite 

Contemporary with Geoffrey then, there seas to have been 
no entegoniom toward his works The scholar as well as the leymen 
must heve agreed with him even if the egreement was only by ime 
plications 

Since Rovert Dulko of Clousester was e very powerful and 
‘prominent figure in England et the time of Geoffrey and at the 
seme time Geoffrey's patron, it would not be to Geoffrey's credit 
wears he to involve « man of the renk ana dignity of Rohert in e 
forgerye 

Thus far, evidence hes been presented which would indicate 
the possibility that Seoffrey hed in hia possession a bevit vhich 
Welter had given to him ond which the ether chroniclers never hade 
It fe not possible to sey that he 4i4 or did not have a boolkg 
the finel anowor will be drew by conjecture and by belencing the 
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evidence whieh 1s ot honle Ag wofentifie scholarship heaitetes- 
to base mn mover on confeaturess it to natural thet 1t weighs 
tho feots very delicetely and must therefore, cone out with the 
answer that eoffrey wae not an historian but en author of the 
fivet prose romances Ae far a the more recent euthorities ore 
concemed, there 10 little reason to believe that Geoffrey hed 
tho book, the bests for disowsion rests upon tia motive for which 
prese the Normens who wore im power at the time, to provide a here 
for the people of the island, or wes he merely writing down in 
Geteil the teles and folidlore which were commen? Any one of these 
motives or ony combination of them mey be the answore 

Wlliem of Newbergh 19 the person who is rasponaible for 
the first denumeletion of Geoffrey's Higtorine Because of his 
eriticiem of Ceoffreys Proeman has given Wiliiem the title, “the bs 
fethor of historical eriticten’.15 

Geraldus Cenbreneis, on two occssions, offera the most atrike 
ing proof that Geoffrey was not offering an cuthentic history. | 
Seraldus was o Wolahwen, ond since it to believed thet Ceoffrey 
leo wee Welsh, the likelihood ia thet Geraldus should heve been 
in sympothy with Ccoffreye In the firsS inatemce, Jersldus makes 
a rather humerous allusion to Geoffrey's Bigtorias 


lust wos more in appearance, though 
in fect most foule if the evil apivite opposed hin too 
like birds, dmustidbeky venkthedy Wah when Guan toute” 


15 wawerd Ae Prooman Normen 
“ww aa 


Teste: 


sy oe omg 
Arthurius 7 mai beceuse neolther of these persone 
ages are to be found the Welshg bub it arose from a 


learning by @ peraon who lived in the same coustry in which Geof- 
fvey is supposed to heve lived, is o most profound indication 
that Geoffrey's prestige woe beginning to falter only 50 years 
after his death, when Seraldus wrote, And Gersldus was correct 
in hie eriticiam of Geoffrey because the Welsh wore looked upon 
es foreigners, The Sexon word for foreigner ie weal, from which 
the namo Walesa is derivode 

Bodern acholare are quick to teke « stand in sympathy with 
Williem and Gereldues James Douglas Bruce readily agrees with 
Geoffrey's two contemporaries whe criticized hime Bruce, like 
the rest of the moderns, proceeds very slowly and bases much of 
bie materiel on the conjectures which must be drawn to arrive at 
a suitable anewor te the problem which surrounds Geoffreye 

To few works in the of literature can the 


indubitabl: ) 
field thet had appeared to that end in ell probabile 
ity, it wae owing to the influence thie book, direct 
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to be tho one who caused the stories to gain euch a wide popular 
itye Aa hs been soon, MELIten of Halnesbury, who wrote Defore 
Geoffrey, elluded to Arthur as being worthy of wove than "idle 
fictions but of euthentie history. “oveover, Lenvy of fiuntinge 
don, who wrote his History of the Wnghigh between 1225 and 1120, 
g008 inte detail in deseribing the battles in which Arthur pare 
ticipated. These two works prove that Geoffrey wea not the first 
to ettempt to make en historicsel person of Artin, not to mention 
Nermius who wrote 200 yoars earlier. And, further, from Williem 
of Malmesbury's work it 19 seen thet Arthur was accepted through 
tradition and folklores perhaps then, Geoffrey was not merely 
writing down teles which were common to sii the people, but he 
wae ot the same tine giving a new life to the stories and colore 
ing them from hie imeginstione i¢ ie not the purpose of this 
peper to Gispute Mrs Druce but to egree with him in hie contention 
thet Geoffrey's work was a piece of literature ani not a work of 
euthentic histery except in so far as the document oan be used — 
to imow of the customs of the times. 
Bruce also belivves thet Gvoffrey hed no more than = supere 


i aa 


22 
fieiel sequatntence with Welsh and therefore could not heve trans= 
Lebod @ Welsh book into Leting Dut Metory and philolo:y show 
there wes very little difference between Welsh snd Ureton lane 
mmeces until after the time of Henry I~ Since the difference 
wos so slight or none et all, 1¢ fs apparent thet Geoffrey could 
vory well have been able to make the trmeletion if he had the 
soocke 

Howard Maynedier has this to sey ebout the probebility that 
Geoffrey used e book which Welter hed given him to tronsletes 


Geoffrey's Bigtorie and things and places which were especially 
interesting to the Normanse He seos « relation betwaon the way 
Avthur divides the lend of the countries which he conquered with 
the manner Willtem the Conqueror 414 when ho come to Englends 
York, London, and Lincoln wore importent to Arta end they were 
also inportent to the vormans.20 


ae a Meagnedier, The Arthur of the Engbish Loote (Heston. 
o De De 
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Lacy Allon Paton, « translator of Geoffrey's History of 
the Eings of Beitein speake 4n regard to the historicel validity 
of Geoffrey: inna . 


of : cae o teen $x rye 
aa domain, and to tum 
with sest to of cerly Pritaine But the 
teste of the t less nysterLe 
then Celtte myth ; tas chase punchline wee 
and agg the bere chronicles at his 
ses itnereny UUNMRI uae Guckeatortton an waht 
98 nodes, the ee Sestevey tak & 
a 
cae a00.on aaaabuaaler ‘of aeons for himself, 


Wlliiem Nonry Schofield flatly condemns the validity of 
Geoffroy ss an historian but gives him hia just due as on euthor 
of e great piece of literature: 

cane aisa cnet tse Saety menses Sa 

on the Gisclosures of one of tho most bridle 

y aiaelag sie 'y for eSe pee bortantly 
@4ith a cloud still henging over the cese of Geoffray and 
only circumatential evidence to prove that he aid net heve a 


book, with the ganction of Welter, Archdescen of Oxford, Novert, 


woop tilen Poten tier @ waar ce 


a2 wadisin Henry Schofield, Mythiee), Berig (Centridges, 1020), 
De ” 


bate of owmeater, ant mont of i coctamoorartoa to prove thet 
hie work was valid, it 19 necessary to reach a conclusion based 
on another conjectures 1% fe 90 much eestor far a parson to 900 
a thing the wey he would 2tke for it to be then the way it really 
tee Now 4¢ thie eame prinetple wore applied to tho people who 
Lived whon Ceoffrey wrote, 1¢ 19 poasible to seo that they would 
have eccepted him without « doubte. The netives of the island 
wove only too glet to recognize thet thelr race and government 
heé descended from the noble beginnings of the great Creek and 
Remen world, and thet Arthur hed beon their rulers ‘The ‘ormens 
weve Reupy te Saeed hal eer oe 
illustrious encestrys 

shins: diethyl nas ce cubasasial diniek hates 
ds not herd te believe thet horein he sew his opportunity for 
fame ond for the good will of tho Normens, who wore in powers . 
It 48 easy to conjecture thet he even saw an opportunity to draw 
the two peoples together into a mifled coumtrye 
scholers doubt Geoffrey's veli@ity aa on historians Since humen 
nature changes very little, there seems te be sufficient crounds 
for the 4oubt which prevails in the modern scientific mind, and 
for the eseumption that Geoffrey was the author of a great prose 
Pomence and net on authentic history. 

Other authere have done the same as Guoffroye There is 
Shakespeare who wrote his historical plays which ave based on 
history end they conteln meny exect historfeal facts, but one 


would heattete te use these plays as a source for euthentic hise 
torys wa been © fortile field for Siotions 
Various versions of Joun of Are, Tho Civil Wer, Charlomane, 
through fictions io 

By wey of cumery, 1b will be noted thet there cre two sides 
in the controversy of Geoffreye For the most part, the contempoe 
veries of Geoffrey, that ie, Menry of Muntingdon, Villian of 
Malmesbury, Welter, Arehdescon of Oxford, end Robert, Duke of 
Gloucester, secopted Geoffrey os suthontics Contrary to this, 
modern scholars sean to be of the opinion that Geoffrey wos 
teller of teles ent hed mo Liber upon which to base his Historias 
Among these modem scholers ere Charles Singford, James Douglas 
Pruce, Howard Maynedior, Lucy Allen Paton, and Willie Henry 
Sehofielde 


Our modern elvilizetion owes no Little smount of gretitude 
to the schools of carly Englomis Out of these schoole crow much 
of our litersture, law, anf historys For literature one looks 
to Geoffrey of Monmouth, who was one of the greatest contributors 
to tho prose romances Alfred the “Sront did much to lay a beck= 
gromé for our modern syaten of lew, and Bede a4 Willen of 
Newbergh were the precursors of modern scholarship in historys 
These mon ere ali producte of the enciont achoolse And there 
are mneny other outstanding figures euch os Ste Aldhelm, Aflfric, 
Ste Devidy ona Ste Hilda who depended either airectly or indirecte 
ly on monastic educetions 

It would be impossible, in the limited space and time avalle 
able, to give a detailed eccomt of all the early Unglish schools 
yepresented in the chroniclese Only four of the schools of which 
vory little is kmown at the present, but which seem to have 
Pleyed e very importent part in the carly history of "nclmd 
shell be coneidered heree These four are Melmeabury, Benpor, 
Ste David's, and Gxetere Such importent and well lmown schools 
es Jerrow, Canterbury, Durham, Winchestor, Glastonbury, and 
Ste Albents will not be treated here, because the history of 
these achools ie slready woll kmowne 


lelnestury grow from the hormitace of a poor Irish monk named 
Waildubh, who, becoming tired of dissension ani atrife in his 
native Ireland, found Welmesbury a peaceful place to retire fron 
the rest of the worlds Thie was about 637 when there wore fow 
Saxon Christiens but enough British Christians in the vicinity. 
for him te carry on hie work as «a teachers Pecause of hia tesche 
ings liatiaubh gradually dee © croup of persons about him end the 
colony eventually became e monestorye25 

Melmestbury's fome spres’ and soon it was recognised as a 
seat of learning under the brillient Irish seholer. When the 
Weet Saxons inveded end conquered Malmesbury, they id ne demage 
to the school, but rather, tho conquering king sent a relative — 
of his there for education. Aldholm was his name, the porson vio 
was lester to become sbbot and guide the school out of the dregs 
of poverty in which it existeds ‘William of Malmesbury mentions 
the 4iffioult timo thie young school had te support iteclfs 


This cirownstance I have proper mention, 
Bede had left no esccomt the of 
(Aldnolin) to a fact which I 
learn from the elora, ve against my conacience; 


besides, it affords an opportunity for meking mention of a 
Gistinguished mang who by a mind clear, and almost divinely 
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bury grew in fame and wealth under the able leadership of Aldhela, 
until 705, when he wae meade bishop of Sherbornes During thie 
period he built a church which was otf11 in use at the time of 
the Normen invasion four hundred years letors 

Malmesbury eventually beceme e fevorite with the Saxon 
kings, because generous Gonstione wore made to it at verious 
timese Perhaps mich of thie fevor was beenuse of the fevoreble 
geogrephic position of the monasterye I¢ was inlend and there» 
fore free fvem the assaults of the Denes, who constantly ravaged 
the coastes Further, it was situated on one of the importent 
highways connesting London with the wost, and many of the trevele 
ing government officials a4 nobility were constantly pessing 
through and found safety end rest at Halmesburye In ce 973 
Stheletane honored the echoole 


emi made we ety a tak canes uae 
he bed with Guo honey eabeabes 2 ‘tun 


this life, he wos od 
Again in 070 Malnesbury 1g honored in heving received the eid of 


These dite of information which appear in the chronicles 
do not give us much anformetion shout the school exsept thet it 


was hold in high esteem down through the yeera by the royalty 
ena thet it grew end prospere’ from a very meager end humble 
peginning, heving been one of the few pleces to escape plunder 
et the hende of the Saxons anf later of the Denese It produced 
great wen in Aiverse fields, such os Pecthelm, firat bishop of 
Whither; Bthelherd, Bishop of Winchester and Avahbishop of 
Cantesvury; AUlfric, Bishop of Crediton; Yarictus of Arrosse, 
physicfan ond mantt, leter abbot of Abingdons Oiver or Slmer, : 
mochenielen, sstronomer ané escronauts and the fenous chronicler, .- 
wAlLiem Senerset op William of Malmesburye29 ‘ 


the oxhoat! oh Denghe Wipuste © greek donk of contusion 
into the picture of early Tiglish schools, simply becouse there 
were four places Imown by the same names herve was a monastery 
of Bangor in FLintehive, ancthor in Ireland, « bishopric in — 
Caormmervonshire, and in Scotland a place celled Bengour in 
Linlithgows The chroniclers monugs to confuse the four places, 
eepecially those of Flint and Casrnarvone Perhaps some of the 
reason for the confusion is boceuse of the name Bangate Montes 
Lombert attempts to explein the reason for the severd pleces 
which were named Benger in the British ielends, Se intorprete 
Bangor to mean magnus gireulus, which was » goneric neme for 
monsetery congregations or enclosures. This seems a vory logioel 
Seduction because of the influence of the Pruldse The Christian 
monte wore encouraged to make use of the Uruld religious shrinos 
which were alveye built in e circles, Thomas Wright notes mother 
Ne ee ee ; 


probable thet it was a Celtie generic word for circle or one 
Closure, heving some connections perhaps, with Druid shrines. 

The college tn Cecrnapvonshive never grav to the groat~ 
nese that was enjoyed by the FLintehire school, which at one 
time had more then two thousand monks within ite walle. There 
seems to be no proof thet there was « cathedral school et Hexgor 
in Ceernsrvonshire, but it is fairly safo to essume thet there 
waa, deceuse tt was the general vule of the time that a bishops 
ric supported a cathedral school, The Banger bishopric in Caere 
napyonshire grew end was one of the most important of the seven 
so00 in Weleas 

Confusion also reigns es rogards tho founders of the two 
inetitutionss ‘right in his e@ition of Seraléue Cenbrensis 
hae thie to sey of the foun@ing of the two Bangorat 

The gathedvel church must not be eonfused with the 


about the be eiat from him 

Saernervenshire is ‘ly called Bangor t 

Vewr yn ee % owes 

ites origin to Deintol, Duned ap Pabo, # saint who 

Soor bbe Sumaben pl Hawg te Dlsmaevennsedl 
aornarvonshl re, 


Here Wright epeeke of the ceathedrel in Casrnervenshire end egsin 
Celts it s colloges he is. justified in so doing beceuse it hed 
deen e@ echoo] and wes raised te the dignity of e bishopric, end 
Deiniel wes elected the first bishop in avout 6506 ‘ontolembert 
gives the eredit of the founding of the school to lity’ or Mitut, 


Sl hides pe 443. 


part 


but some allowance heve must be made for the French partiality, 

The explanation given here by Count de tontelonbert to a 
mixture of tradition ana folidlores Tlltya wane disciple of 
St, Cormanus of Auxerre, and ig sald to heve cone te Vales to 
feast on the glery of his cousing Hing Arthurs ‘ow, as hes bean 
geen, it te possible thet there was no such person as Arthur 
existing at thie time (c» 5600), and there seems to be little 
reason for believing that Tlityi was the founder of Kangore 

Ttyd was supposed to heve been e brigand end te have 
been converted by a mirscles He and hia compmion robbed the 
monastery of Tlandearven of food, and the earth opened up end 
suellowed the loote Beceuse of this, T1lty4 devoted hie life 
to God in solitude and even left hie young wife whon to te seid 
to have founded Bangoreewhich one, is not imowns 

If Tlltya were the reel founder of the monastery, it fo not 
nesessary to believe he hed exny relationship te the person called 
King Arthurs It was the preetice te connest as many incidente 
of the eerly sixth century as possible with Arthur beceuse of 
the prestige which the association would lends Glastonbury 
eerteiniy profited by ite esasocietion with Arthurg there was no 
reason why leter historians would not try to borrow prestige by 
association with this well imow porsonaces®2 

The belief thet Illtyi established seme monastery in north» 
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1b t9 imposoidle to cays 

In any case, tho monastery was founded near the first of 
the oiath conturyy 1 grow steadily oné was the center of monase 
tie 1ife in North Weless In GOS AeDe® when Ste Augustine was 
on the islend, Bangor greatly resmted hie teachings. When Auguee 
tue called » meeting of the bishops, he eleo sumoned a delegetion 
of theologians from Bengors The monke refused to teach the gospel 
to the Sazone, ani they further refused to be under en erchbishop, 
en office seb up by Ste Augustine et Centerturye When Augustine. 
heard the monks, he prophesied thet one dey the monestery would 
wnfergo © severe punishment for ite reluetence to serve as it 
should, Dincoth was ab this time thelr abet. 

3% wea only e short time later that the prophesy was fule 
filled. Nenry of Huntingdon deseribes the messecre ss follows? 


ot ee Rela af oan oe ee ig en 
mete an immense sleughter 
nation et oikty of the whieh ts cal by the 


With the Ethelfrid messacre, the history of Bangor in Flinte 
shive feted gradually, but the populerity of another school in 
Wales came to the fore; this was Ste David's, earlier mow os 
Wenevies It may be gaid thet St. David te the St. Patrick of 
Belese On Ste David's Day, the Velsh wear e leek in honor of 
the groat battle which St. Devid fe supposed to have fought with 
the Saxons. 

The history of St» Devid is mixed with folklore end sith 
the Arthurien legends 4 brief look at the life of the noted 
Seint te a necessity here to see how the nemo of Ste Devid shoulda 
find @ plese so nosr the hoart of the Welah peoples Yo them, he 
wae another Ste Benedict, founder of the Benedictine Order, as 
ean be seen from the tradition which has come down sbout hime 
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ae 


Ste Devid founded twelve monaateries ae did Ste Bonsaiet; he 
was exposed to the denger of being poisoned: by ite own monks, 
eo was Menediets and lastly he fuled hte house much ao 414 Ste 
Henedicte Tho monk under David Aived close to the Lend end 
oven 414 the wort: with their gun banda, ouch es pulling © plouzh, 
whieh was work umuelly eet aide for tho ome 

The monastery was under a contimus? denger of attack from 
the few romeining Druide who hed nob been destroyed in Britain, 
having been spered the persecution which their renks bed suffered 
in Geule 

The eerlier Life of Devid is mixed with the Arthurian 
vomancese Geoffrey of Monmouth says thet Davia was King Arties » 
uncles Ceraldus, whose history is probably more reliable, seye 
thet Aythur was Devid's great uncles In the wrde of Gereldust 

He was the eon of e nun whom the King of 
of Arthur 


wood, and whom, her he inet 
casa’ tne Walaa af hao be a 


David received hie education from e seribe named Paulinus 
and emerged from this learning a priest devoted to «a monastic 
existences However, he traveled widely even to the Continent 
end wae influenced wherever he wonts Ne built the monastery of 
Meneviag which was later called St. Devid's, md which grew to 
be 0 national shrine efter the fmous Saint vas buried theres 
tony monasteries, churches, end cethedrele were placed mder the 


oY Somes Oo Hontelenbert, The Monke of the est (Mew York, 1908), 


cose of Ste David's monastery, because all tho early cturches so 
named in the chronicles were lecated in eles and the ceographic 
proximity of the churches uskes 1t herd to @ietinguish exactly . 


which church ie momnt in each cases - 
Sven Clestonbury entered inte this confusion through Ste 
Paviats eonnection with ite As 4s seen in the chronicle of 


he @ted of 024 egos Becewe Ste David was @ man of auch great 
prostige ond because he was so dear to the heerts of all the 
Velohy Ste David's monestery grew end becane one of the most 
esting shrines of inglandy The school itself became over 
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shadove by the pepulertty af the shrine and, 00 wae the case An 
those carly tinoe, the uonssbery wea often the victim of abteaite 
Asser notes © devastating sage whileh toot: pleco in sbout 096s 


The chronicles give exly ebubehy Safevmction on the betery 
of Ste Deviate following thie rata, bub thet 2 existed et lesst 
eo on impartent bishopric fe evicents Florence of Worcester 
montiona three aifferent people who booame bishops of St. David's 
in the ocloventh and twelfth conturye In 1006, Tromerin, bishop 
Of Ste David's diede In 1115, another bishop of Ste Devia's 
Aiea, Tolfrla by name, and et hie death Bernard, the Guoen's 
chancellor, was chosen bishope4l 

In the time of Ceraldus Canbronsis, (Ge 1900), Ste David's 
for the first time recognized ite subjection to the seo of 
Conterbury. At this time, also, the firet Hermon bishop was 
appointed to Ste David's. The venersvle shrine was in « atate 
of pnor vepeiy when Gereld@us mete hie visit there es he tells 
in hte Intnerary Theeumh Boles: ae 


The spot where the church of Ste Devid's stands, 
ana vee founfiea in honour of the apostle Ste Andrew, 
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It fe @ifficult to sey why the school et “xeter appears 
egein ena egein in the eerly inclish histerye Perhaps it 
wos e center of learning during thie early eges there scons 
to be no proof thet 1¢ woss It fs again peseible thet tt wae 
noted beceuse it was « greet treffic centers the city of Sxeter 
veing very eccereible to the sea, and the terminus of the Homan 
highwey, mote it rether well imown to the netivess Then again, 
Beoter was vulnerable to ettack end was plusdered ofteng thie 
may be another reesen why the school is frequently mentioned in 
the chronicless 

tt ie never a bed euppesition to essume that the city was 
originally built around @ monestic school, because thet was the 
naturel way of development for the cities at thet times A holy 
monk woul@ find a pleee te pray and eventually woul4é cather e 
ePoup of converts around him which would form the nucleus of e 
monasterye A chureh wae then budit, end the Christiens woulda 


4 ceraldaue Conbrennia, ay 
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coouter 06 well 09 ovcleatastic affaires mhother Exeter fole 
lowed thts formla in its growth an@ development ts not imowy 
bat 2t 26 Imomm thet the ofty had o cathedral an’ hence was en 
eplecopel soce 

The founding of Saeter fc se obscure af the founding of 
Christientty on the ielent, probebly beceuse these two events 
wore contemporary, or moerly soe It will be remembered thet 
Ste Lucius, a chieftein of South Walesa, esked Pope Sleutherius 
to send missionaries to Britein as carly ea 190 ede In voply 
to thie request, the Pope sent « bend of missionaries among 
whom were Dervon, Purgetius, end Duvien (Denten)s These men 
founded institutions in Briteing end 16 2s possible thet Bxeter 
wos among them, because it was one of the very earliest echoole, 
end the misafionery seints 42¢ much of thei work in the kingdom 
of Lucius An South Yaloss 

The belief that Exeter wes founded so early erises prie 
merily out of the fach that thore seoms to be no definite record 
as to a date of @ person credited with ite foundinge The nem | 
appears from time to time in litersture end histerys an’? because 
it ig mentioned, it must be sscumed thet it was a achool of some 
importences, The importmee of Uxeter mey be magnified by icoke 
ing inte the eerily name which it hades One of the very early 
eaints to have come to the Ielend was Ste Demien who was sont 


ier 


: ry) 
by Pope Mouthertue te convest the Coltes Exeter was imoun ag 
Damforuse Yow 2 these two mimes can be justly compared, it 
conter of Christionity in Briteing or at least thet uxcter 
that Denfien wee the founder of the institution which bore hte 
neme ond leter was known ag Rueters Willien of lalnesbury omits 
ell reference to Joseph of Apemithace in his revised deste Recum, 
and the tredition of Joseph was the principle souree of the 
aceumption thet Clestonbury was the earliest center of Christi ane 
itye One of the earliest acknowledgements of the nam Exeter 
4a found in tho 1ife of St, Bonifeces the fenous missionery to 
Germany in 716 AgDe received his prelininery education et Szeter.® 

ds regerds the later history of Bxoter, ite existence ite 
known primarily by ite connection with wars beceuse, es mentioned 
previously, it wae so vulnersble especially from the sea» In 
O77 AsDeg Alfred the Groat laid siege to the eity because the 
pagans were wintering theres apparently the elege wes costly 
doth in tho loss of lives end the loss of proportys In 100] Asie, 
the ettecks from the Denes were still causing Gisturbence ot 
Exeter, but by this timo the poople were sble to defend them 
solves, and they warded off e crest army of Denes which hed 
moved over from Normendye Two yeers later, 1005, the Denes wore 
“ Bie. gt Aabebae errs laatseday ths obit 
Churgh t from the Roman end ether . 


Compiled ty the Benedictine Monke of Ste Auguetine's 2 
Remagate e 


eble to ley atoge to tho ity and carry evay e great mount of 
loote4é Byes ; 


of ‘thd lest pleces to submit to the new ruleree The people, 


being used to stteck and wars, wore able to hold off the liorman 
inveders until 1068, when the French finally leid siege to the 
city for oighteen dayae4S 

ehese tour Gthbehds SINEIEN Ge outs Ansting tree 
ance as somo of the other achoola of Britaing wore very important 
in the eerly history of Irelend and Eriteine They sent mia- 
sionaries to the Continent during the sixth and seventh cen- 
tuples, and those missionerics were in a large part responsible 
for the establishment of Christienity in Gerssny and ite cum 
vivel in Frenee@e Through Ste David's and possibly Exeter, 
Christianity was mede permanent in Sritsine This study hes en 
Geavored to bring together some information which it ia hoped 
will make the importence of those institutions a little more 
elear ani throw some light on the carly struggles of the people 
of Britein in becoming christionized an‘ educatedes 


ony mention of the carly history of Dritein ts not complete 
without consideration of the saints of the countrys Rulers ani 
‘Bishops, echolers an4 peasants were Leted emong the chosen to 
be venerated at lesst locally, by the feithfule Tho names of 
Rete, David, TRltyi, and Cedwelle are importent for tho parte 
they played in early history of Englend and are venerated os : 

In the early days of the Church, the canonizetion of « Je 
person was accomplished by the joint ection of one or several 
bishops and their peoples Tho wfortunate thing sbout this was 
the fect that there was no record made of the saint's Lifes and, 
Ansteed of writing some recor’, a church was dedicated to the 
aint, end he Lived from thet timo only in neme end in the tree 
Aition which the people of thet perticuler parish handed down 
from one goneretion to the next until an authentic version of 
the saint's 1ife greduelly feted into fablee The modern historian 
hea, therefore, the problem of separeting the myth fron feet in 
placing the seint in hie proper environments 

skis lanl ai elmenbetnn Seach Uilelts Sp te Sickie 
the people geve away to a aystemized and centralized procedure, 
in sbout the eleventh conturye At thet tine, tho reapensibile 
ity of canonisetion was reserved entirely for the Holy See in 


of the carly auintas they are not entered in the officiel church 
rolls as seintss This does not mean thet the church repudiates 
the persons, but enly thet she does not have the proof, end, 
consequently, she ¢oes not order universal venerations 

“The case of England is especially affected by this prace 
tices Most of the outstanding seints of the carly conturics 
heve set found a plece in the official records st ome becewe — 
the Celts hed very Little fecility for perpetusting actusl hive 
tory, very fertile Imaginationa, ond a love of the fantastic 
in perpetuating the febuleus portions of the person's lifoe 4 
There ean be no doubt thet there 20 some historical besis for 
those favuleus tales, but to say thet thers wes anything more 
than e remote hieterical setting te pure follye 

The lose) veneration of these people always hai « reason 
dehind 1%; perheps the saintoed men was a benevolent kings, a 
pious hermit, on outebending prelete, or the founder of # monese 
terye At loast it om be seen thet the person waa vonorsted 
after his death beceuse he was close to the.heerts of © croup 
of poople, called © gultug, who perpetuated the teless-s0me 
true, somo imaginary-sef the person whom they veneretede Fron 
the beginnings unti2 the Norman invasian, the people of Britain 


a ne 
we 
ape 
pea 


had wecognized some 320 sila “90 onintes46 — 
Tt coene strenge thet eush @ Sharowhly Christie coutey 


death ere socordeds but os 
the aaint, the door e open fer any speculations The geneole 
ocies of these persons are atritsingly similar, usually dating 
Dack to the Holy Familye Prequentily. the saint. fe presented as 
having descended from Ste Amn, the Virgin's cousine Ff counaes, 
these ceneologies wore worlro’ out long afer the person lived, 
and there seems to be Little rosson to believe they are true oP 
even heave sny besie in truthe 

‘ne éuitihiieh 06 th Detee:cn voila bn’ hace! en guna 
naga Aig a uel 


wee the son of Busi psd hgh armen 
gon of Togity tho son of Coot! 


the carly saints was the i4ea of punishment for ony indignity — 
ageinst tho hely mong vengeance was sasomplishe’ by some 


46 Seo appondine A compthed 2306 96 tie ontune wnt Saeed sates 
po her ne engage ony ors ae See cee appendiz, Thie list 


Ste Cadoe caused the ground te suellow the robbers who wore fole 
Lowers of Tiltyte Ste T2lbyd caused the governor Cyflyn to be | 
melted like wox noer @ fiN0— Ste Sormenus caused the castle of | 
en unfetendly ruler to bum while Sermanus and his followers 
watched from @ Aiatances In the later periods Olldas got his 
revenge by writing his De Basi@ie, which excorleted the kings 

for thelr shorbeomingse Saanples of those rovenges, usually on 

on unfriendly rulers wore common in the tales which have sum . 
vivod nf show the superior position which the church meintainea 
over the state in the minds of the people before church and 
atate were conyinede 


Beginnings to 420 


The first and mest doubtful bit of Celtic religious specu 
stion consiata of the atory of Joseph of Arimatheea, who 1s 
supposed to have come te the teland in the first century AeDe 
anf brought the Holy Greil with hime Asearding to one ascount, 
he haa algo been given eradit for founding the monestory at 
Glastonbury. Thore ie no evidence to prove that he 424 or aia 
mot spend seme time among the people of Briteing but there was 
e church st Gleetenbury under Me patronages The nemo has been 
tmowm there since before eny recorded histerye The trefitions. 
of Joseph are popular in soverel other countries, ané anyone of 
these stories 1a as apt to be true as the tradition thet he eme 


“SE 
= Ue 


he 6 
V9 
j 


Ne a 
to the islends It wos nesossery for the people to have a device 
to explain the presence of the Holy Grail, ond tho tredition of 
Joseph eortainly provides en edequate reason for the Creil's 
presence in Snglende ss 

The first native of Driteain toe be considered s saint was 
Claudia, « daughter of Caractecus, who wea taken prisoner te 
Rome with hor fethers che is seid to have married « ftomen senster 
end te have been the mother of St» Pranedes and St» Prudontiecs 
fhe resson for her Letin nemo ts that she took the nemo when she 
wes beptizode 

St221 there te the lack of any histories. evidence to show 
thet Chrietienity hed made its way to Britein until Lucius, e 
Pritiah King of South Wales, asked Pope Bleuthoriua, (ce 190 Asie) 
te send misoloneries to tho islends ‘ennius refers to this pope 
20 Pope veriatue, who governed the Moly See much onviler, in 
7 AeDe There seems no recson to doubt thet Lucius 414 request 

the misetoneries to come or et lest thet he boceme a Chrietian, 
beceuse his nemo ie found in the Nowsn Marbyrologys, Under 
Tucius, gros’ mumbers of the people were called together ent =, 
wore convertede This is perhaps om explanation of why sm ergane 
{eed church exteted on the islend duping the Homan. periods 

Ste Pugetius and Duvenus wore the missionaries whom Pope 
Bloutherius sent to convert Lucius and bis people in the second 
conturye Seoffrey of llonmouth gives this bit of information in 
hie Eietoria, end he also conveys o fect previously mentioned, 
that the Chrletiens used the temples of the old pagens ss churchoss 
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ition of Laciues, en4 oven Willies of Malmesbury simitted that 
the facts abcut the man were too doubtful to mention him in 
Gotelle ‘Undoubtedly, "£liiem never hed access to the Bonen 
Mertyrolegy, or he would heave been less Gubious sbout Lucius, 
beceuse Lucius was one of the Limited number of Britons to be 
registered in the Nertyrology before the Normen conquests The 
rvesson he 424 appecr in the Meptyrology in Rome is thet he gave 
up his evown after he became eo Christian ond wont. to Suitzere 
Lend 06 6 missionary, where he diode 

From these bite of information and from that which is 
geen of the evente to follow on the island, 1t seems safe to say 


48 Ge0 of Monmouth, Regu Beithantecs Ue Je he 
Ofles (henton, 1900), See ; . 
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om 
izetion of strong church nm Mnglen’ by the time the Somane | 
celled thotr forces bectt to Ramey Chrtetientty certainly hed to 

ve strong to withstand the feree of the pagen Saxons who sterted 
thet movonont into Britain enly e few yours after the Romans 

lofte 


Ported from 410 to 664 


The onsleught of the Sexons end the controveray ovor tho 
proper time for the celebration of Sester during thie peried of 
history ceused meny grest and noble men to rise and meet tho 
problems which became magnifieds llany of these mon wore missions 
aries who came over from the Christian portion of the continents 
It 49 not feasible to relate the deeds of ony great number of 
these people who cane to bo locally venerated es sainta, but 
vether to mention only s few of the saints of the poried from 
the tine the Romens departed from Britein until the time of the 
Coureil of Whitby in 666 AeDe, when tho church in Britein wes 
unkteds Many of these holy persons such as Gildes the Wise, 
Auguatine, ond Columba are commonly known, en‘ the extent meteriel — 
on their lives has been exheusted ond the chronicles add nothing. 
thet 16 not kmown to the person who ts interested in the early 
history of Driteine There ave sevoral others, however, who were 
overshadowed by these popular seintes and yet, who played importe j 
ent parte during this perticular periods 4 


sd 
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Seint Gemuenaee It te Impossible to look at the great 
seinte of this peried without noting the famous Ste Jernanus 
who eppoared in Wales in 429 Age and started his work es 2 
nissionerys ie was Bishep ef Aunerre on the continents end, 
because he ves s bishops trefition has it thet he ordainod both 
Tlitya end Dubriciuse Sennius related somo fentesbic tales of 
tho happenings between Ste Sermanue end Vortigern at eo synod, 
ena st another time, he admonished Yortigern for having married 
his own daughter en@ bringing forth e son by the unfone 

Beneuss of these erguncnts, Ste Germanus was chosen to lesd 
the ory against the Sexense Mis fane lives because of the 
battle in which he lod the Britons te e vietary over the Saxons. 
The victory ia known as the “Allelute victory", so called beceuse 
Ste Cermanus had instructed the soldiers to ory out the word es. 
they marched to moet the onemye The sesounding of the word 
among the troops hed a frightening effect on the Saxons. end 
seemed to pub new geat into the heerte of the Britons, end they | ‘4 
goon put tho Sanons to flight. After this, Ste Gormanus come 
verted great nunbera to Christianity, then he went to Italy, 
where he diede 

Seine Dtyde The naxt seint who is. to be 
ote TALepA (de 470), tho porbon manttonod fn camestion with the 
founaing of one of the Seger Monesteriese Tlity’ wes by birth — 
on Amorlesn and e deoacendent from seyal porsone, After boing | 
educated on tho Continents Nb chose te besone soldier ond to 
marry a beautiful meid nemed Trinkhide 


TLltya 4s said to have been a volative of King Arthurs 
Heoeuse of this veletionshtp, Tlityt procssted with his wife 
to ottent the court of Anthur, where he was received with the 
atentty proper to voysltys After 9 short stey in the court of 
Aethurs ho end hie wife went te the court af Paulinus, tho king 


of Glamorgane According to the tradition, T1ltya was here chosen 


to vue the people, and this proved to bo the turning point tn 
hie lifes 

sn Hehatk sien aa aNAND pereed-aueian bias ve alain 
just especially as vogeria the neighboring provincess ildss* 
einenishuent fa perhaps justified when he calle the kincs 
"tyrante®, misereble governors, md « veriety of other names, 
none of which ero complimentary to « royal household, Tlityd 
maintbeined « group of bandite as was the custom, and he used 
the group for plundering md steeling wherever he chose, His 
eonversion wae brought esbout beceuse of the doings of his bend 
of thieves who plundered the dwelling quarters of Ste Cadec 
end hie followerese The group wes in soarech of food at tho time, 
end after they hed forced Cote to produce enough food to feed 
the mo, Jefee prayed for e miracle, en! the ground opened up 
ond swellowed #12 but St. Tlltyte Ste J2Lityd was at 5 dietence 
et tho time of the miracles but he saw whet had happened, and 


be at once took the clerical habit eni left his wife, who later 


became # nune i 
Ste TLAtyi beceme a very holy mon snd wont to the north 
part of Veles where he founted et lesst one monastery. If 


Sittyt woo reopenatite fap he foting of Danger, 10 wen uring 
this periods There sees te be no positive proof that he 414 
sient any i RE” Sees ee Fone 


ya 


bet of tho Fieth coxbrge 9 moet popular produot of the 


figures of his tins Taroughout the metoriel tn this Piola, there : 


19 @ confusion between Gildes the Wlee and Cildes the Hider, who 
was © companion of Ste Cefoc st Llenearvens See Semeony Polede 
Leon, ond poretoly Ste David also were edusoted by Ste Tlityd or 
at least attended the school which ho founded» Tradition assoste 
estes Tlityt vith many mirecles om’ works of herdships in his life 
among the Wellehg how much of thie is trues emnot be lmown, but 
that he was en outeatenting figure of his time camot be doubted, 
Ho ated (¢— S00 Aedes) in his home country of Amorica, whore his 
rensing are 6b122 held in reverence, 

ie 4s ebrenge to note the close relationship among the seints 
of this porleds there seus to be some bond joining them togethers 
In some cases the tie was one of family relationships, in other 3 
ceses thoy wore bound by the confines of e monastery, or possibly 
those of an equel official rank were sanonized at the sano times 

The evidence of how the fantastic element arept into the 
Aves of the saints of Britein may be seen in the mirscles which — 
were attached to Ste Ilitgas A certain King Meivohion wea supe 
posed to ho swallowed by the earth becouse he plothed ageinst the 
2ife of Ste Tllty’s Tho governor of Cyfin malted like wax because 


he offented the Seinte In another instance, while the Saint 

was Guelling in @ cove, he heard the sound of « bosutiful bell 

es sono serveste wore ourpying 4% bys He asked them to give it 

to hiny but they hed omone from their nestor, Otldes, to deliver 

the bell to Ste Devide Upon hearing how the bel hed nt raculouse 

y sounded Just os tt was passing Sty Xlityi"e cave, Oi1des ordered 

it sent beck to Tlltyde Connected with the lives of most of the 

ceinte 9 0 mivecle where the eeint caused water to flow fron j 

the ground, end Ste Zlityd was no exception te this, for on one 

occesion tradition gives him credit for striking the ground and | 

csusing « spring to flow from thet spate#? 
It te © stwiking charactoriatic of the lives of these persona, — 

thet they seemed to maintain a society of their om over and 

above their asaocietione with the laymen of Britaine Ste Ilityd 

hed won bis veputstion carly so that in reading eccounts of any 

of the young holy persons of the ee, one can usually expect 

thet @ perticular person's life is te be somehow associated with 

Tlltyay if it is for nothing more then a visite Paulinus, Cadoc, 

Devid, OLldes, Samsong ello, Dubricius, and a host of other 

_ popular mon wore connected with Ilitytte Sven King Arthur ts 

_ brought Ante the pleture as heving some relationship to Tlltyde 

Many of these essociations must be false, because Tiides the 

Wise wes not born until after 500 AsDe and Tlityl died in sboub 

470 Agde Gildes the Mider may have been the person referred to, 


ah de sn 2eeeete Lage 26 sua, ecpey Sekhiah Sakata, nega 
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but he spent the grester parh ef hte 14f0 on an island aff the 
const of ales, 20 $¢ te not Rlkely thet he voul4 have been on | 
the main telend very often Sf he dia Live eo carly as 4t4 T22tyts : 
Tradition saya thet Ste Davia tved to be sonsthing over o tne : 
AP04. yours ol4 ant since ho @te@ tn G02 SeDe te would have been. 
very youn; infeed whon ho stented the school of Tlity’ or sont 
® bell to hime it 49 obvioun, therefore, that one creat nave was 
used ag a foil to show the merits of another porsen who was held 
in high esteem by ane partinuwier oultuge 

Moat of theee mon were in « contimous bebtle against the | 
Pelacien heresy which started tn Ireland or Britains 


was nomed after a monk from 

Iveiend or Bvitsin, who shared in te thee 

F ccpaene Sal original sin 

wan Bao me nas of Sot", greece sol aay #* Sen So: guat 
end be good of his own 


The heresy was Gonfemmed by the church several times in the 
fifth century, and wee fineliy stamped cute 


Periad from 664 to 1066 


In the firet two periods, tho ground work was prepered 
which allowed the great ere from the sounell of Uhitby to the 
Newman conquest to follows ‘Tho preceding period (410 to 664) 
was one of greet missionary work, of martyrdom, and of bulide ; 
ings the néxt was one of scholarship smi great learnings Tho 


50 Jeremieh O'sulliven and John %« Bums, Nedievel Jurope 
(New York, 2043), pe 2806 . 


84 
monks of the preceding peried built the monasteries in which the 
monks of the following peried stayed on? wrote an’ gave the Litere 
ature of tho lang ite first sterte Wllwood Ps, Cubberley ous 
up the early part of the peried as follows: 


@erd then thet obtaining on the Continent at the time, 
Se ne ee or 
Tt ig true thet there wes e greet deal of corruption in 
tho leerming end scholarship on the Continent, bub, in spite 
of this, there wee e great desl of sssociation on e higher level 
between the mainlend and Uriteine There was continuel influx of 
scholars to the mainlend end these pseple prove that the dari 
egos must have been somewhet elive in apite of the apperent darke 
nesses These mon of the church wore responsible for the intellect} 
uel well being of the people of the islend so their sojourne on 
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vie 69 
the Continent were frequent, and, in some cosea, they spent the 
eveater port of their Lives theres In the case of relationships 
betwoen Irelend and Briteing there ie hardly any distinctions 
The church losders of the time eeamuted between the two countries 
elmost s8 frequently as they sommuted between the north end the 


on the Isle of Lerins off the coest of France, andy on the omer 
of Pope Vitelian, he wont to Pritein where he founded the two 
femoue monasteries of Wearmouth on@ Jerrowe Something of the im 
portende of Benedict's period on the Continent may be seen in 
Drowme's Life of Ste Aldbelm? | 


early sore any one else or thah to 
put tegethers Ue it was who built the churches 


exietence, the femous Codex Aniatinus in the Leurensiana 

et Florence, with the inseription of Abbot of 

Aldholm's time, presenting it to the popes 
This end much more was brought to Britein by Biscep who passed 
the Imowledge he possessed to his great scholar Dede. 

Higtheims But Bede was not setiefied even with the infore 
netion which Benediet brought to the ieland, beceuse he hala 
spectel reprosentetive in Rome gathering deta for hie Boclest- 
gatice! History. “othelm wee the nem of the seint who spont 


ga Ny Browne, Ste Aldhelm: His Life end Limes (London, 1905), 
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muoh timo in Roma, whore he “searched the resisters of tho Romen 
900, and copied severe? letters of Oregory the Greet and other 
popes, which by the navies Of Albinus, he geve to Seloee."55, 
from Nome, he enewored by coprespenionce questions of St, Donte 
fe0e, who wae doing hte crest miestonary wort: in Gormanye 
Ste Muguetine on4 Oregory the Great, end another time ho eaked 
Kotheim's opinion on 4 sese of oe man's morriage with the widowed 
nother of his godsons 

Seolfpide Living eb the sexe time wan Coolfrid, who suse 
ceode’ Biscep 29 abbot of Jerrow and Vearmouths When he became 
abbot, he ordered that « copy of the scriptures be mate from 
the copy whieh Riesop hed brought to Seamouths When he crew 
Old, he wented to ate in Romo, so he tesk = copy of the seripture 
with him thet he might present it te the popes Death ceme upon 
the 024 man eb Langves in 716 fee before he completed the lest 
of his meny trips to the holy citys The menuscript which he 
carried ia probebly the seme one es mentioned previously called 
Codex Anietinuss 

Bontfece end Aleuine There ere two names which stend out 
for thotr internationel work at thie period, they ere Sontfece 
end Mlewine St» Donifece, the povson who christiantzed neerly 
ell of Germany, oné Aleuing who butlt the school system for 
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Cherlonamne, e70 seinte whose Guties on the Continent need only. 
to be mentiened here to illustrate the intercourse which was 
Carrie’ on between the nations during the eighth and ninth cene | 
buries, ani to complete the eysle of lesrning from the Continent 
to the islends and beck once mere to tho Continents 

The letter pert of the ninth century ie dominated by Alfred 
the Creat, who, although not recognized as a saint himself, wes 
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greatly influenced by the holy mon of Englends Ste Neot (dece 877) 


was om advisor to Alfred when he first beceme kings, Asser telis 
thet Alfred refused to listen to those who petitioned hin for 
wrenge that hed been dente Neot advised Alfred that he would 
sometime suffer for his deeds, Alfred was after that often sube 
Jootea te much misery for long periods of time, during which, 
hie eubjects 414 net lmew where he wes or why he was absonts 
Later Alfred made trips to Heot's greve in Comnwall to show 
how ho respected thie holy porsone5¢ It is peculiar to note that 
Neot was one of the very fow seintes of the time who aid not loeve 
Engliend end journey to Rome or any other foreign countrys 
Elogmmde Plegmund, another of Alfred's afivisore, aia 
journey te Itely where he wae made Archbishops Ste Plegmund wes 
importent for bis contribution te Alfred’e imowledge ef the Cure 
Restorelige In the profece of his trensletion of this work, 
Alfred selmowledges Plegzund es being ene of the people who 
helped him learn the Lating from which ho translated Qure Pestorelie 
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Those bits of information en some of the lesser imown 
seints will perhaps show how they helped influence the learning 
of lator yoorse Sush groat names es Coluschille, Ademeny Ald~ 
holm, Cuthbert, 11240, Caodmon, and Bede are not here mentioned 
in any greet dotell, because they ere so commonly imown end 
their influence ie recognised. Neither sre the nemes of a host 
of seinte who spent their lives copying manusoripte and doing 
other works which were necessary to keep learning slivee The 
ones mentioned ero tmportant because of the direct ald they 
gave to inportent men 1ike Alfred and Bodes 
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The chronicles, which form the lengest single boty of ine 
formation on tho period from 35 Bel, to AsDe 1006, are confusing 
vecause they contradict one another end oftentimes even contrae 
Alot themselves. In eddition, the chroniclers sometimes wore 
more interested in reflecting glory upon their particular houses 
then in presenting authentic history. 
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The Historical Arthur 


i O41dee the Wise (fle 547), the earliest of the Celtic 
chroniclers, nover mentioned Arthur, although, Nonnius, who 
wrote Ge G00 Asie, assumes that Arthur and Gildas wore precticelly 
contemporary. Gildes 41d mention e certain Ambrosiusa Aurelienus, 
who wes a leader of the Britons when they won ea victory egeinst 
the Saxons at the Rattle of Petheli121 (Mong Badenious) ebout 
600 Agde This is the only plece he mentions the men an’ gives 
} no furthor trestwont of the matter, Nennius aays that this 
person, whom he cells duz bellorum, wes Arthur or at least he 
seye that Arthur won the battle of Bathe 
The other possibility thet Arthur wes mentioned in the 
works of Gildes is in the case of e certein King Cunegissse 
whom he called a beare The Celtic word for bear is artoge Some 
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scholars ave of the opinion that thie te the beginning of the 
nano Arthur, end thet tn the none Cureglesse, Ot14es refers to 
Avthut, elthough he 414 not mention him specifically by nemo. 
These two statements by Gildas are not sufficient proof thet he 
mede on intentionel effort to sey anything of the oxploite of 
Arthurs Yeapite numerous efforts to osteblish the contrary, it 
cen hardly be seid thet Gildes te unquestionebly the first to- 
mention tho great hero of English romances 

The other possibility of an historical Arthur consists of 
@ reference in the Ingsrivtionum of a Roman leacer of the second 
century who led the Britons in bettie egesinst the Armoricanse 
This man's nemo was Iueitus Artorius Castuss It would seem that 
this Artortus wee the most logicel person about whom to center 
interest in the creation of a national Celtic heros 


Geoffrey of Monmouth 


The teles of Arthur grew until they were finally set dow 
by Cooffrey in 1189, when he wrote his Mieterige There is no 
reason to believe thet any one men could be associated with all 
of the sdventures that Geoffrey scoredits to Arthurs 

Modern scholars are almost wmanimous in the belief that 
Geoffrey 2144 not attempt to write on authentic histerye on the 
othor hend, the contemporsries of Geoffrey accepted him as 
euthenties Only in the eases of William of Newburg and Soreldus 
Cambrensis, amorig the cerly chvoniclors, was there any apparent 


antegontem to the work of Geoffvoy. William of Malmesbury and 
Henry of Huntingden doth weve contemporaries of Geoffrey, and 
both wrote their ow chronicles in the seme romantic vein as | 
Seoftveye Jama Bruce's assertion thet Seoffrey was the orig~ 
inator of tho fairytale element in tho Life of Arthur oan hardly 
be nocepteds however, the belief that Geoffrey was tho first 
writer of a prose ronanve in Rnglan’ 19 entirely tenables Coote 
fvoy 414 use authentic history in hie writings, and in some 
rospects his quasiehistorical works may be placed in tho sane 
category as Shaieapeare'as that ie, he used history only in so 
for ao 2% helped to create @ goneral effect but with no effort 
to present it es entirely subhentios 


Anoftent British Schools 


Throughout the chronicles, there is frequent mention of 
aneient schools» it seemed to heve been the practice for most 
of the missioneriee who arrived from Irelend or the Continent, 
or who geined a reputation on the island, to gather a group of 
people around themselves and out of this gvoup of followers to 
found s monsebic schoole Some of the echoolne=Jerrow, Wearmouth, 
Yorit, Durhen, Glaatonbury, end otherassare so woll Imown that eny 
further mention of them would be « mere repetitions Others, 
eapectaliy Melmsebury, Exeter, St. David's, ont Rengor, ere 
mentioned frequently in the chronicles, but nothing seems to be 
mown of thoir cerly history. 


By collecting « considerable body of data thet havo never 
Deen loons, eaneiey SEE eee eee nae Ceny Sena 
the four schools inte « Little sharper relief, bub clears wp 
some of the questions relative to the possible oricin of the 
word Rengor, end eliminates consideredie of the confusion rele~ 


tive to the Caernapven cethedrel schoo! end the Flintshire monase 


tery of tho sane nemoe It may be thet this study establishes e 
Little more clearly the ides thet Exeter rether than Olestonbury 
ahoula be considered the originel seet of Christionity in the 
British Ielose 


CembroeRoman end Anglo»Sexzon Saints 


in the survey of CaxbroeRomen end AnglowSaxon saints, it ia 
hoped thet this study will have secomplished five objectives: 
(1) The coordination of « great deal of scattered material cone 
corning Iives and setivities of the saints, (2) The confirmation 
of the generally held opinion of the evolution of ecclesiastical 
institutions from missioneries and converts to monasteries, to 
achools, to episcopal sees, (3) The enelgemation of closely re- 
Zated Druidicel and Christien practices, (4) The representetion 
of Ste L22ty4 og @ man rethor then a myth and his possible cone 


nection with one of the Bengors of North Weles, (5) The prosentae 


tion of the international cherscter of ecclesiastics especially 


of the relatively umfoemilier names of Neots, Nothelm, and Coolfpids 


It te Lnposstble to mention #21 of those to whom the euther 
An indedtea fer auggestions and recommendations in preparetion of 
this thesis, but he is gled to soknowledge the great kindness of 
Pethor Williem Van Rod, SeJog of Ste Mary's College for the 
spectel essistense he offered, and clso thet of Dre Re Po Mickey, 
formerly of Rockhuret Colleges Doctor Hickey did not have ony 
Aivect connection with thie study, but to him in pertieuler does 
the euther owe the begining of hie interest in English studless 
The suther is very glad te acimowledge hia indebtedness to Doctor 
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